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reign the mistake of persecution. So she tried
to keep a " middle path " between Catholicism
on one hand and Calvinism on the other. Her
first aim was to make clear that the Pope no longer
had authority in England. The sovereign was to
be " supreme governor in spiritual or ecclesias-
tical things ", and no " foreign prince " could
have any spiritual authority in the Kingdom.
(This was the Act of Supremacy.) Then, an
English church being established, free from the
Pope, she went on to rule that the Church must
use the Book of Common Prayer. Mass was
abolished, and the English service as we have it
was to be used in all churches. This " settlement "
fitted in with the ideas of the bulk of her people,
for they had always been apt to dislike the
fujthority of the Pope, and a national English
chufcft suited the national pride, now growing
so marked.
But for those who kept the old faith and the
old religion there was up to now no persecution.
People were ordered to attend their parish church
on a Sunday, and if they did not do so they were
fined twelve pence. Beyond that Elizabeth did
not wish to go. She said she " did not wish to
make windows in men's hearts ". If they were
good loyal subjects their religion should be left
to themselves; she only required of Papists that
they " should obey the laws ".
But when the Pope excommunicated her some^
men ceased to be loyal subjects.   From this time~